Maharashtra Ophthalmological Society (MOS)

Minutes of the Annual General Body Meeting (AGBM)
Date: 19th October 2024
Time: 5:45 pm
Venue: Main Hall, Hotel Balaji Sarovar; Solapur (during MOSCON 2024)

1. Meeting Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Hon. Secretary Dr. Atul Kadhane at 5:45 pm.
2. Welcome by Incoming President

The meeting was presided over by Incoming President Dr. Shirish Thorat, who extended a warm
welcome to all members present.

3. Roll Call
The roll call was undertaken and quorum was confirmed.
4. Condolences

The house observed a minute of silence to pay respects to members and eminent personalities of
the fraternity who passed away during the year.

5. Address by Outgoing President : by Dr Santosh Agrawal.

The Hon. President warmly welcomed members, seniors, past presidents, and the LOC with
gratitude. He emphasized MOS values of passion, inclusivity, and integrity, with a mission to advance
science and serve society. Key initiatives included postgraduate training programs, academic
activities, social awareness drives, sports and cultural events, and successful conferences. Issues like
bogus clinics, MPCB guidelines, pilocarpine shortage, and insurance challenges were addressed. He
highlighted financial prudence, adherence to the constitution, and guidance from veterans. The
President thanked all members for their support, congratulated the new team, and proposed ethical
guidelines for future elections.

6. Confirmation of Minutes

The minutes of the last AGM held during MOSCON 2023 circulated to all the members were
presented and confirmed unanimously.

Proposed by: Dr Prakash Marathe
Seconded by: Dr Prakash Kankariya

7. Hon. Secretary Report : Dr. Atul Kadhane

The Hon. Secretary presented his report highlighting a highly productive year marked with academic,
social, and organizational achievements. MOS was conferred the AIOS Awards for “Best Overall State
Society of India” and “Best State Society with more than 1500 members” at AIOC 2024.



Key initiatives included the Diabetic Retinopathy Awareness & Screening Drive (4000+ patients
screened across 222+ centers), the innovative “No Mediator” Project, Leadership Development
Program, MOS Digital ID Cards, Clinical Observerships, and Hands-on Workshops for postgraduates.

The Society also conducted an Overseas CME in Japan, Legendary Masterclasses, Webinars, MOS Job
Alert, and the Eye-Q Quiz Series, alongside social commitment projects such as tree plantation, eye
donation, and glaucoma awareness. Extracurricular activities included the MOS Annual Sports Gala
and a 60-day fitness challenge.

On the academic front, major scientific events like Vision Panorama 2024, the Young Turks Virtual
Conference, MediterRetina International Meet, multiple CMEs, and PG teaching webinars were
successfully conducted.

Membership grew by over 136 new members, while outreach through JCOR publications, the Blink
newsletter, and representations to statutory bodies further strengthened MOS. The Secretary
expressed gratitude to the President, Managing Committee, Scientific Committee, and members for
their continued support and active participation

Proposed by: Dr Quresh Maskati
Seconded by: Dr Hanumant Karad

8. Scientific Committee Report : by Dr. Vardhaman Kankariya
CSC presented the Scientific Committee report highlighting the year’s activities:

¢ 21 online PG teaching webinars across all subspecialties with 40 PGs, 32 colleges, and 40
faculty; hands-on zonal training conducted.

¢ New initiatives included “Legendary Masterclass,” “Legendary Teachers Webinar,” Journal
Clubs, and staff training in Marathi.

¢ Major academic events: MOSCON 2024 at Solapur (2200 delegates, 200 faculty, 150 YO),
Midterm “Young Turks,” International MediteRRetina (Mumbai), and Overseas Conference
(Japan).

¢ MOSCON planning improved with earlier abstract deadlines, timely program release, and
incorporation of 270 delegate feedbacks.

¢ MOS received the AIOS Best State Society Award 2023-24; “Student of the Year” award
introduced.

He appreciated the Scientific and Program Committees for their teamwork and contribution to a
successful academic year.

Proposed by: Dr Santosh Bhide
Seconded by: Dr Jagdish Birajdar

9. Treasurer’s Report: by Dr. Mandar G. Paranjpe

The Treasurer presented the Report for 2023-24. The Balance Sheet and Income—Expenditure
Statement were circulated to all members by e-mail. The opening balance stood at X33,17,422, with
receipts from membership fees, sponsorships, JCOR royalty, MOSCON Kolhapur contribution, and
bank interest. Major expenditures included JCOR payments, website and IT services, radio



awareness programmes, election expenses, consultancy fees, and advance tax, amounting to a total
expenditure of X23,29,480. The closing balance as of 15th October 2024 was %5,59,379.71.

It was highlighted that funds were prudently utilized only for essential activities, and online banking
was activated to streamline transactions. Updates were also provided regarding Trust registration
and the 12A appeal process, with legal proceedings and re-application underway. The Treasurer also
outlined the statutory obligations under the Bombay Public Trust Act, namely: Annual budget filing
and maintenance of property register, Conduct of AGM by September each year, Proper
documentation of charitable activities and Reporting of any changes in office bearers to the Charity
Commissioner.

Further, the following appointments were proposed confirmed :

¢ CA C. V. Kawthekar & Co. — Accountant for 2024-25
¢ CA Devendra Thakurji — GST Consultant for 2024-25
e Adv. Suryakant Belhekar — Legal Expert for Charity Commissioner matters

Proposed by: Dr Prashant Bawankule
Seconded by: Dr Piyush Bansal

10. Report by Editor, JCOR : by Prof. Dr. Rajesh Joshi

Dr. Rajesh Joshi presented the Editor’s report (Oct 2023 — Oct 2024). A total of 177 articles were
submitted with an acceptance rate of 40%, and 3 issues were published (43 original articles, 30 brief
communications, 25 photo essays, 5 letters).

ECSI Scopus indexing has been completed, and PubMed indexing (target: 4 issues/year) is in process.
A new Image Section has been introduced from September submissions.

The editorial team comprising Dr. Nikhil Gokhale, Dr. Sabysachi Sengupta, Dr. Ajit Hazari and others
was acknowledged. Special mention was made of senior contributors including Dr. Quresh Maskati,
Dr. Jeevan Ladi, Dr. Sharad Bhomaj, Dr. Santosh Bhide, and Dr. Purvasha Narang, along with all
authors and reviewers for their support

Proposed by: Dr A A Deshpande
Seconded by: Dr Gopal Arora

11. Election Commission Report
Declaration of Elected Body — MOS Managing Committee 2024-25

The Election Commission declared the following members duly elected to the Maharashtra
Ophthalmological Society Managing Committee for the year 2024-25 during the General Body
Meeting:

Office Bearers

¢ President — Dr. Shirish Thorat

¢ Vice Presidents — Dr. Anagha Heroor, Dr. Atul Kadhane
¢ Hon. Secretary — Dr. Viral Shah

¢ Treasurer — Dr. Shon Chinchole



¢ Immediate Past President (IPP) — Dr. Santosh Agrawal
¢ Chairman, Scientific Committee — Dr. Piyush Bansal

¢ Chief Editor, JCOR — Dr. Rajesh Joshi

¢ Joint Secretary — Dr. Priti Kamdar

¢ Joint Treasurer — Dr. Ajay Lohiya

Zonal Members

¢ Central Zone — Dr. Nayana Potdar

* Marathwada Zone — Dr. Amit Kabra, Dr. Arun Adchitre
¢ North Zone — Dr. Anup Yewale, Dr. Ketaki Bhat

¢ Vidarbha Zone — Dr. Kavita Dangra, Dr. Praful Dhake

¢ West Zone — Dr. Anant Bhosale, Dr. Radhika Paranjpe

Members, Scientific Committee

¢ Dr. Aditi Watve

¢ Dr. Archana Vare

¢ Dr. Maneesh Bapaye

¢ Dr. Saurabh Mundhada
e Dr. Sumeet Lahane

Proposed by: Dr Nitin Upadhye
Seconded by: Dr Rajiv Mundada

12. Address by Incoming President : by Dr. Shirish Thorat.

The Incoming President thanked members for their faith and support, and appreciated the 2023-24
team for their exemplary work. He outlined his vision to strengthen MOS at the grassroots level and
announced the formation of committees for skill development, “Sight for All” programme, grievance
redressal, policy matters, hobbies promotion, and health & wealth initiatives. He emphasized the
need for coordination with subspecialty societies and expressed the dream of enrolling every
allopathic ophthalmologist in Maharashtra as MOS and AIOS members. He concluded by urging
collective effort, stating that “We is much better than 1”, and sought the cooperation of all members
for a fruitful year ahead.

13. Incoming Secretary’s Address : by Dr Viral Shah

The Incoming Hon. Secretary thanked the members for their trust and support. He shared his vision
to strengthen MOS through improved communication with members, a focused new membership
drive, and administrative reforms aimed at transparent, effective, and efficient functioning of the
Society. He assured his wholehearted efforts to support the President’s vision and work collectively
for the betterment of MOS.

14. Budget for 2024-25 : by Dr Shon Chinchole

The Incoming Treasurer, presented the proposed budget for the financial year 2024-25. He outlined
the estimated income and expenditure, allocations for scientific activities, member welfare
programmes, administrative expenses, and future initiatives. The budget was discussed and
unanimously approved by the General Body



Proposed by: Dr A A Deshpande
Seconded by: Dr Ajay Lohiya

15. Ratification of New Members

The list of new members admitted from Membership Number 2926 till 3351 were ratified and
welcomed into MOS.

Proposed by: Dr Jagdish Birajdar
Seconded by: Dr Manoj Saswade

16. Welcome of New Team

The new executive team was welcomed by the house with applause.
In addition; The President announced the following as

Advisors & Patrons

e Patron — Dr. T. P. Lahane
¢ Advisor (Legal) — Dr. A. A. Deshpande
¢ Advisors — Dr. Quresh Maskati, Dr. Anil Kulkarni, Dr. Sunaina Mallik, Dr. Santosh Bhide

AIOS Representatives (to continue):

e Dr. Jignesh Taswala
¢ Dr. Parikshit Gogate

Other Representatives:
¢ Co-opted Members —

Dr. Nikhil Gandhi,
Dr. Pankaj Shah,
Dr. Sarang Darade,
Dr. Vaishali Une

¢ Sangli Representative — Dr. Ameya Kulkarni
e LOC Representatives —

Dr. Jagdish Birajdar,
Dr. Sagar Bhuibhar

Proposed by: Dr Anand Vaijwade
Seconded by: Dr Milind Lotake

17. Update on MOS Registration

The house was already updated on progress regarding MOS registration with the Charity
Commissioner in the treasurer’s report.



18. MOSCON 2025 Update

Dr Nitin Upadhye; Chairman of the LOC of MOSCON 2025 provided an update on preparations for
the upcoming conference to be held at Hotel Taj Cidade Da Horizon at Goa. The early bird
registration counter was already opened at the conference venue and was receiving a very warm
response.

The entire team of LOC was working hard to make it a memorable conference for all the members.
19. Bidding for MOSCON 2026

Bids were invited and discussed for MOSCON 2026. The bid by Navi Mumbai Raigad
Ophthalmological Association was accepted unanimously by the house.

Proposed by: Dr Madhav Ambekar
Seconded by: Dr Santosh Dalankar

20. Filling of MC Vacancies

The following Vacant posts due to non-application were discussed and appointments were made as
per rules.

Managing Committee members - Zonal Members:

Central Zone: Dr Sachin Dharwadkar
Marathwada Zone: Dr Arun Adchitre

Scientific Committee Member :
North Zone : Dr Maneesh Bapaye

Proposed by: Dr Shubha Jhavar
Seconded by: Dr Kavita Dangra

21. Appointment of CA & Legal Counsel

It was resolved to appoint a Chartered Accountant for the audited report and a lawyer for matters
with the Charity Commissioner- already discussed and passed in the Hon. Treasurer’s report

22. Sub-Specialty Oration Awards Proposal

Chairman Scientific Committee Dr. Vardhaman Kankariya put forth proposals for starting various
sub-specialty oration awards. It was decided to form an expert committee comprising of Dr Quresh
Maskati; Dr A A Deshpande along with the incoming and outgoing Office Bearers to draft a proposal
for the one of the orations first and after passing it from Managing Committee; be presented in the
next GBM for ratification.

Proposed by: Dr Dharmendra Patil
Seconded by: Dr Subhash Joshi

23. Any Other Matter



Discussion was held on the letter received from OS Kolhapur, sent by Secretary Dr. Mandar Joglekar,
regarding the issue of proliferation of MS (Ayurvedic) doctors and their association with
ophthalmologists.

The matter was deliberated in detail, and it was unanimously decided to constitute a high-powered
Ethical and Constitutional Committee, to be chaired by Dr. Quresh Maskati and comprising past
presidents and senior members.

The Committee will examine and provide recommendations on:

e Ethical issues related to the matter raised.

¢ Constitutional issues regarding tenure and re-election of Office Bearers and Managing
Committee, concerns about which were expressed by several members.

Proposed by: Dr Jayaram Sakharam
Seconded by: Dr Maneesh Bapaye

24. Vote of Thanks

Vote of thanks was proposed by Dr. Viral Shah, who expressed gratitude to all members, the
outgoing team, and the local organising committee.

25. National Anthem

The meeting concluded with the National Anthem.

Signed

Dr. Viral Shah
Hon. Secretary, MOS 2024-25



